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REPTILES OF VARANUS ISLAND

SNAKE - LIZARDS
(Lialisburtonis)

Burtons snake - lizards have sharp,
pointed snouts and move with a snake-
like motion, often leading them to be
mistaken for snakes. They grow up to
about 40 cm in length living amonst
the grass tussocks, rocks and dead
vegetative matter. They feed oninsects
small skinks and geckos, lying in wait before darting out and seizing passing prey.
They are active both during the day (diurnal) and at night (nocturnal).

SKINKS

Thereareanumber of skinkson Varanus
Island including some burrowing,
legless species. They are probably the
most diverse group of lizards on the
island and they form an important part
of the food chain both as consumers of
small insects such as ants, and as prey
for birds and larger reptiles. There are
both nocturnal (active at night) and diurnal (active during the day) species that are
found in arange of habitats on the island. Skinks on the island are small and slender,
having smooth, shiny scales and limbs that are often reduced or absent, particularly
in burrowing species. Skinks, like geckos, are able to lose their tails, and once lost
take several months to regrow, often not regaining the original coloration. Thetail is
an important site for fat storage and femal es which are regenerating tails do not mate
as they have insufficient energy reserves to lay eggs.

VARANUS LIZARD (Varanus acanthurus)

Varanus lizards are of the same species as ones found on the mainland, having
only dight differencesin size. Varanusisin fact the genus name for the goanna
group of lizards, from which the island draws its name. Although smaller than
most other species of goanna, the varanus lizard still possesses the typical
characteristics displayed by this group. Goannas are of a powerful slender
build, having strong limbs equipped with strong, sharp claws, a pointed, wedge
shaped head and a strong muscular tail. Unlike that of a gecko or skink, a
goannaistail cannot be regrown if broken. Like snakes, goannas have a deeply
forked tongue that they use to étastei the air, and their jaws bear teeth that are
long, sharp and backwardly curved. Their diet consists of insects, other lizards,
birds and their eggs and carrion. Goannas eat by tearing their food with their
claws and teeth, food is swallowed whole or in pieces and not chewed. Eggsare
laid during January in a short tunnel and 5-8 young hatch.

GECKOS (Heteronotia binoei)

Aseveningfals, diminutivelittlefigures

can be seen scuttling out to seize fallen

insects under lights on the paths and

walkways of Varanus Island. Only one

species of gecko is found on Varanus.

Geckos have lidless eyes that enable

them to detect even the slightest

movement at considerable distanceinthe

dark. Their skinisthin and soft with modified adjoining scales, unlike most other reptiles
that have thick skin consisting of tough overlapping scales. Geckos as able to lose their
tails and do so readily, an advantage that enables them to escape while the predator is
temporarily diverted. Geckos lay 2-3 soft leathery eggs that are not cared for by the
parents and which hatch after about 10 weeks.

DRAGON LIZARD
(Gemmatophoragilberti)

These are one of the most common and

eadily observed reptileson Varanus|dand.

The males are highly territoria and show

someinteresting behavior such aséwavingi

and dipping the head in a swallowing

motion, al part of the display to establish

their dominance. Maes spend alarge part

of their time defending their territory from

intruders, chasing them away with more threatening behavior such as raising their crest and
glowing intensely with color. Dragon lizards can often be found perched on top of arock or
bush wherethey can survey their territory and gain the most of the sunis rays during the cooler
parts of the day. The lizards also vary the intensity of their colors throughout the day, being
brighter in the cooler parts of the day to absorb heat and duller during the hotter parts of the
day. They feed on amost anything that fits into their mouths including small insects, other
lizards and some vegetative matter.

BLIND SNAKES ORWORM SNAKES (Ramphotyphylopsaustralis)

The speciesfound on Varanuslsland isasmall, pink, worm-like creature adapted for
life underground, where they burrow with their blunt, projecting snouts. They are
rarely found above ground, having poorly developed eyes and a forked tongue for
étastingi the air. Although they periodically shed their skin like snakes and have a
forked tongue, recent research has suggested that they are, in fact, lizards.

of blind snakes.

N/W SHOVEL-NOSED SNAKE

These small banded snakes are venomous but are uncommon on Varanus Island .
Their mouth is too small and venom too mild to be of any real danger to humans.
The venom is used for prey suppression. Like the blind snake, they posses a blunt
snout for burrowing through sand and are seldom seen, although they occasionally ! e,’§'¢
emerge after rain. They can grow to alength of 0.5m and their diet consists largely ’ %h

(Brachyurophis appoximons)
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